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SUBJECT: Chronology of Events on Dosota Patrol and Incidents 
Involving the Maddox and Turney Joy 


Attached is a memorandum for record developed by Colonel Stcakloy's 
people, pulling together the timing of 34A actions and the incidents in 
the Gulf of Tonkin 
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::zi: for the record 



Subject: Ch rono 1 o;;y of Eve n 1 s Ro j a t ir.g to DESOTO 

Patrol Incidents in the Gulf of Tor. kin 
on 2 and 4 August; 1964 

^ckground - By CINCPAC ‘ s message 152123Z July, aomoval 
v:a;s requested to conduct a DESOTO Patrol in the Gulf of 
Tonkin during the period 31 July through 8 August. The 
last patrol into the area was made by the USS CRAIG (DD 885 ) 
curing the period 28 February thru 10 March 1964 . Limita- 
tions on the closest points of approach (CPA) Tor the USS 
CRAIG included: 


a. North Vietnamese ( DRV ) Coast 4 NM, 

b. Chinese Communist (CHICOM) mainland 15KM, and 

c. CHICOM off-shore islands 12KM. 


- CINCPAC requested that the July - August 
patrol with the USS Maddox be cleared for CPA's as follows: 

a. North Vietnamese Coast 8 NM, 

b. North Vietnamese Islands, 4 NM, and 
c • C rij.COM Coast 15NM. 


- DRV and CHICOM reaction to the CRAIG oatrol, 
noted below, had been quite limited: 

a. On 23 February, a Kronstadt - class patrol craft inter 
cepted and paced the CRAIG for a short period; 

b. Cn 29 February, one unidentified aircraft remained 
36 miles from the CRAIG for about two hours. 


d. On 2 March, Peking issued 280th serious ’warning. 

- .’CihC? AC 1 s 15 July proposal was approved, ac 
requested cy trie Scats Department, Deputy Secretary of 
jDsfensa :ar.c ..the .-Special. Assistant to the President. 

- First Incident . (2 August) 




ltiOYH the MADDOX 
V.L c t na mo s e c i a f t 


reported being attacked by th 
rmd that It way opening Tire. 


c North 


7 *n\ 

l^L.Uy 


- Second Incident August) 


That 

JOY, reported 
screens. The 
hostile, and 
reports from 
PT boats had 


night the MADDOX joined by the USS TURNER 
surface and air contacts on their radar 
surface contacts were later Identified as 
at 22^0H the MADDOX opened fire. Subsequent 
the destroyers indicated that possibly two 
been sunk. 


b. Debriefing* of the pilots, providing air coverage 
over the MADDOX and TURNER JCY, revealed that .during the 
Inc leant they observed gun flashes on the surface ox* the 
water and bursting light AA at their approximate flight 
altitude . 


- In response to Joint Chiefs of Staff instructions, 
a modified DESOTO Patrol was resumed on 7 August' and completed 
on 8 August. The northern point for th ..s modified track was 
18^1M. Mo DRV hostile reaction to the patrol was indicated 
during 7 -8 August period. CINCPAC was authorized to with- 
drav/ the destroyers from the area due to Typhoon "IDA", . 
however he was able to complete, the modified patrol on 8 
August prior to withdrawing. 

-■ CINCPAC, by his message 0301552, reouested 
permission to conduct another full scale DESOTO Patrol Into 
the Gulf of Tonkin during the period 12 - 17 AuguGt. 
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LYNDON JAIMES JOHNSON L!B( 


pliioo but the attack.; were Instigated by the DRV using 
u*<m iiOi'.o and wo iiO coroecio boats. 


- Examination of tracks of the i-i A DDOX /':? Li • C: hi R 
JOY a nd the units of OPLAN 3*1 A indicates that there was 
no mutual interference. Additionally, the KAMXJX/PUPJCS;? 
JOY wore not in the 3^ A operations area when the two shic: 
were attacked. 


siZED 


/y' 

RALPH D. STEfcKLEY / 

Colonel, USA? ■ / 

Chief, Joint Reconnaissance 
Center 

Operations Directorate 


k A 1 1 a c hr.: s nts 

3 - Chronology of Events Derived 
. from message traffic 

2. Chart showing first incident 

3. Chart showing second incident 

4. Chart showing MADDOX A'URNER JOY 
tracks 


Prepared by : 

Cdr H.E. Fitswatcr, USN 

Joint Reconnaissance Center, J-3 

Extension: OX 5-7356 
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ACTACHKEOT 1 

c;;?o;:oLo:ivr o? Ev~:::?r; 



SHIPS/Pl’P 

position 

(HOTEL) 



23 July 

U3S •,;.\DD0X 


300330 

KADDOX 

17 -oiii 

108-292: 

ZED 



301405 

^PTPs 2 j 3j5-’6 

l/l< 1 #Vvf.O ji/: 

PTPs 2,3,5,6 

Underway 

DANAiJG 

301-ijlio 

16-20M " 
108-2CE 


301610 

PTPs 2, 3, 5, 6 

17-CON 

108-20E 

302110 

PTPs 2,3,5.*6 

18-40 


* 

107-10 

302315 . 

PTPs 2, 3,5,6 

19-00 

106-16 

31CCC2 

PTP 3,6 

KOH ME 

310037 

* PTPs’ 2,5 

HON KIEU 

310048 

PTPs 3 j6 

HON KE 

310110 

FTPS 2,5 

HOW HIEU 

- 

PfP 2,5 

- 

- 

PTPs 3,6. 

. - 

3IO730 

PTP 2 

- 

310555 

FTP 6 

DANAi-IG 

311045 

FTP 5 

DAKAi.’G 

311055 

PTP 3 

DAKAIiG 

311120 

PTP 2 

DAWAKG . 

311300 

KADDOX 

17-05N 


.tU'.. i !\Ko 


Departed Kcolung, Tainan 

Sighted 2 PT type craft 
that passed ahead south- 
orly heading “HASTY CL: -3: 
Two more sighted 15 min 
later one “same class” 
other appeared to bo 
Soviet * : P-6 class 11 . CPA 
3 nlles. 


?TF 2 arid 3 then pro- 
ceeded direct to HON 
2I1EU. FTPs 3 anc 6 direc 
to HON ME. 

PTPs commenced bembard- 
nent HON ME. 

PTPs commenced bombard- 
ment HON KIEU. 

PTPs departed from area 

PTPs departed from area 

Returned to base along 
same route as approach 

Returned to base- via 
19-00H, 106-162 thence 
direct to Denary 

Suffered an engine 
casualty. 

Arrived at base. ■ 

Arrived at base 

Arrived Okp S[ 


107-lfiE 


LYiJC 


m LJB! 


3 

1 



j>Av v ;r:.B 
(uOTiJI.) 

ns in*:.; At? 

POSITIQi! 

011600 

; i.iDDOX 

18 -C-’S .9;: 
10S-41.8E 



012000 MADDOX 



19-00I-: 

105-5i|.3E 


110 junks fishing craft 
sighted. USS MADDOX 
cent: "Contemplate 
serious reaction it. 
merits in vicinity 
Charlie in near fu 
Received infomati 
indicating possible- 
hostile actions". 


O 


O rf- 



POS'.f.TIwii 


n<vm/n:-r.s SHiPS/gyg 




020 ; I00 MADDOX 


lO-OS.lH 

i05-5-'iX 


vi 



020448 MADDOX 


MADDOX cent: "Have 
terminated orbit. Pro- 
ceeding due Eaot iron 
Pt. “C 11 at ten knots 
until daylight. Heavy 
concentration of junks 
to North" . 


02064 5 MADDOX • 


MADDOX reported: “Cor.di- 
t i on. s un char, go d . Ur. loss 
otherwise directed ar.: 
proceeding to Pt. DELTA. 


021100 MADDOX 


ig-. 2 l 7 ^r "Sighted app r oxime to ly 
10o-0o£ 75 junks. kill deviate 

iron track as necessary 
to avoid passing • 
through . " 


021230 MADDOX 


MADDOX reported “sighted 
3 P*X* craft 10 niles 
North of HON ME Island 
on a Southerly heading 
- - speed 2 OX . CPA "HM. 
Evaluated a3 P-4s."‘ 


rev 


LYNDON Shim JOHNSON LIB 



«: :irs/?Ty 


021315 


r«sT7io:: n: ; :•::»! :;:c 


I 1ADD0X 


i :i' DBOX r-o pox' ted : "Cl/: : i - - 

i * Ig c! p O • * • j • >m> V/ CL CO C • j!< 

Forth of I tOM MS 0.1 C?*.- i:V 
cr'JLy heading- Cpood 3 ./ 
All appeared to be hoed- 
1:13 for vicinity of }:GX ] 


r '• ;u ^7v0 

li . * i *— — 


021^0- MADDOX 


riADDOX" "I an being 
approached by Hi speed 
craft v;ith apparent 
intention of torpedo 
attack. I intend to open 
fire if necessary in sei: 
defense" . 


* 

5 . 
3 


a 


021550 


021607 


MADDOX 


MADDOX 


19-^ ?M 
106-31. OE 


0216C6 


19-41. 5M 
106 - 35.62 


Froru MADDOX : "3 torpedo 
boats nearing on bearing 
268° range 11. 5 I&I clos.i; 
at 50 Xfcs * n 

MADDOX: "Being attacked* 
by 3 DKV PT craft: . I a:TI 
opening fire with 5 inch 
fcatterf. Air support fi\ 
TICO ETA 15 

PT boats closed so 9000 
•yards, MADDOX turned to 
coarse 15 C° Tir;-:’ 3 

warning £hots"with 5 * 
guns . Speed 27 knots . 
Torpedo boats continued 
to close, taken under 
c. l \t in. ions fire . 

Although receiving nuaser 
o us hits- and no ar r.i s s o s 
^2~ fco"5rts <rizrsT2^Ttu~ 'aba xft 
5000 

mde an ike£?ectfV6 la<*K 

cu art 'S -S L.ii a 

fro::: aft to forward. 


9 

X 



shti*.vp t 

C21do3 (Cont*d) 


r-OSTTIOU 


?T i»o u ul tod in cne hit. 
After boats turnoc* .vay 
MADDOX turned to pursue 
until TICO aircraft 


021603 


021621 


MADDOX 


MADDOX 


aircraft to attach . 

Message from CTG 77 o tc 
C0i%rfH?LT calc: 

,; i. MADDOX 25X claims 
being pursued by 3 nigh 
speed ij5Kt surface crai't 

2. Orig providing 4 F-Sl 
cover arasd with 2 uni 
and anno . 

3. Instructed not to epe 
fire unless MADDOX or 
aircral‘t firc-d upon . :t 

Third torpedo boat had 
pulled almost ahoa:?., anc 
at time of receiving 
direct hit* dropped^ 
torpedo in water. Was 
not observed to run {;. .... 


MADDOX 


From MADDOX: “?T craft 

completed torpedo attach 
and retired. Ship 
sustained no damage . 
Ships guns damaged ore. 
Aircraft from TICO r.ov; • 
attacking one craft. I 
an retiring to the 
Southeast". 


MADDOX 


*1 i ? -8s arrived over i-JADI 
and on re snoot by MADDOX 
attacked 3 motor ?T boat 
Beats proceeding a*. ray at 
high soccd ia Mortherly 


wore approximately 10 
miles worth of MADDOX 
and 1 about ip mil ex. 
•Tr^r-rrrr^-1— p-8^ a ttfcfrgt e jt 
the Hoc of 
PT$ v*i tb}\ 2u7iXs^ 'faff bite 


LVfUSSPi'ifglS^ 


3 

3L 



( .'/'V.L 


s: i irvyre? 

0 (Confc'd) 


pc?, rc.ro; i 




..U.i'J) 


G215-I1 MADDOX 


021559 




Another* Zuni run and 
*o r-ai • i n g a t t ac k s wo re ; - * ; 
Zunx did not hit target 
but hit:; ware observed 
the strafing rune. 2 FTs 
not observed to cl 01 / denar 
Second 2 F-8s attacked 


South. 

erly 

single 

:*♦“» Vs 

Roc ke- 

ts VJ 

ere expo 

need 

firs t 

run 

but no 

hits 

obsez 

ved. 

Each a 

ircr 

made 

tvJO 

strafing 

run 

aircr 

aft 

against 

the 

erly 

pair 

Hits 

were 


Mo: 


observed on all strafing 
runs and single FT boat -vac 
reported dead in water and 
burning near stern. 

MADDOX sent; "FT craft 
completed torpedo attack 
and retired. Ship 
sustained no damage. Ships 
guns damaged one. Aircraft 
from TICO now attacking 1 
craft, x am retiring to 
Southeast" . 

CCtffTilFLT sent: "To MADDOX : 
Retire from area until 
situation clears ar.d furths. 
advispd . Do not pursue 
attacking craft . "Fire as 
necessary in self defense. 
Report situation". 


3 


3 , 
3 


C217C7 


COMJTiiFLT to TICO: "Direct 
your Hbf picket (TURJMER jay) 
to close MADDOX best «pe-e< i. 
^ P OX aU -p . rac . tr . c o bla. 


a,ir 

twining . 

LYNDON 3AINES JOHNSON LIB 
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isAT-x/rirsF. 

021715 


s n:i:pv?tp 


pcsrnoii 


3 5P.1.5H 
:• o*j<i 62 




MADDOX retiring at 1 
r.nood to rondo:*: vo:;:: 
TuRrniR JOY thence 0:! 
Antic ip at o r c ndo ?. v 
approximately 0220 




i t 



0315^7 

MADDOX 

19-00M 

10553S 

MADDOX report 5 : 11 A*L : 
radar now operative 

031610 

PT?3 1,5 

DAKAHS 

Underway from baee. 

031616 

?TPs 2/6 

DAKAHS 

Underway from base. 

031645 

PT?s 1,2, 5, 6 

1620k 

10S2CE 

All PTPs in company 

031727 

V *. 

1547N 

IOcOSE 

MADDOX roperts: 11 Kc. 

DRV military craft 


sighted. CTG 77.5 


provided continuous 
support throughout p. 


021^5 


?7?c 1,2,5, 6 


1700M 

1G32CE 


LVriuun uair-Jtb juHwaurc 

£Tp 'S , f>nff i nf> 

commenced return tot 



itro 


Lib 

— 


t> o 



> * 


X>;\~K./rTt^ 

iL : pj£k). 

032000 


s.tirypyp 


MADDOX 


,170 


. i i 



1921 .2 M 
106*17.92 


032110 

K? 2 

DAi-IA-IG 

032222 

ptj?3 1,5,6 

175-31! 

1071 IE 

032320 

' MADDOX* 

18*1 5H 



10716E 


l-::: 


"I !Ob:-.u 


oroco-,:! S6«t.hc:a::t 
ZA'kii 107 “OS thonsc i'o- 


iv-M-DO:-: 
to 

3 

to position I 853 W 10733 
rnonco 17 e t to Point D 3 
arriving and cor.i.vsncln'; 
lino patrol to Point 
CiiAJvLID at 041300." 


Return. 


00 sase. 


PTPs corr-nencod indeocr.dc 
approach to targets* 

M/lDDCX reports : "Hold 
surface contact 01 2 T 
range 33.5 miles. Con- 
tact has paralleled iny 
movement S-ncluding ZIG- 
ZAG for past hour 7 


Strongly suspect 



** 


shadow by block patrol/ 
PT craft. 11 

032352 

PTP 6 

1752N 

10627E 

Corine need fire on 
nilitary couple:: located 
at South bank of ROM 
River. 

032*100 

*• -4- A «i. 

1757. 30N 
10630. 20E 

Cor.inencod fire on VIEH 
SON radar site. 

032*100 

P 2? 5 

1753. 00 M 
10530.003 

Convene cd fire on VX'G-i 
SON radar site. 

0^0002 

•C-717? < 

- V-/ 

- 

Ceased fire ana departed 
fron area. 

0*10020 

rve* 0 

- 

Pursued by ene;.*y craft. 

0*10025 ’ 

?i?s 1,5. 

• 

Ceased fire, departed 
fi*ora area, and commenced 
return ho base along 
approach route. 

0*10100 

Pr? 0 

' 

Outdistanced pursuing 
craft and ccnnenced ^ 
return to base along 
approach route . 

0*10525 

PTV 6 

1XA1JAMC- 

Arrived at has::. 

0*!C650 

rr? 5 

DANA2JG 

'fi?r! 0 ’* | > r> <■; "i 

0*10715 

0*11300 

pi:.* 1 

xc r^—. 
45UWWJ.V 

DAilAIiO 

m-ived (QijbliQ.y’ 

KAODO” so’-.-.da* l: v-' 

Pfttrr?>l to EL. CMMJLIK ‘ 


A ..U. Mil Ui. 

1910:7 per ref . a. I 


8 
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V ■ 


D. 




ilZ'jgJA 

G'hjiOO (Cont'o) 


O’ll-'iOO MADDOX 



?0SITI0;f 


10:71! 

106I9E 


I*: r * \ m y~ 


:L rhc-nd withdraw to East 

al: O f i:iy;-0. Air support 

in the are a . SIo :: ignif - 
ic ant v.X gh 1 1 r.g/cio to c t ion 
Suspect shadow continued 
South cl* ter my turn Hort' j 
at 0*10103. Loot contact j 
at C'iO'lOQ range 73 miles j 


MiVOUJX sends : “Vicinity 
Ox Pt. DELTA patrolling 
to .1-9.1.0>a Suspect 
shadow 15 miles to the 
East . Contact ban para 11 
eled my movements Tor th 
past four hours . Unable 
to have continuous over- 
head low CAP from the 
1‘ICO due to distance. 11 


1 


t 

f 

r ; 

i 




9 


|| 


3 

31 





0*120-10 MADDOX 


0 * 120-49 


0*12136 


0*12208 


0*1223*1 


0422*10 


vvo.n madsox; "Received 
information indicating 
attack by PC-N/p-4 . .'<'6 .. 

Proceeding Southeast at 
boat speed". 

VTi-lPLT sent to filDDCX: 

’ -A t first light 5* Aug 
proceed to intercept^ 
original track botvrecn 
Pt. CJLhPJjIR and DiLvA 
a.- 1910 M . Regain or. 
this track curing cay- 
light hours . Further 
instructions to folic:; 1 ** 

TICO reports : ,: MA£D0X 
reports tv;o unider.t if i'ed 
surface vessels (Si:ur2:s) 
and three unidentified 
aircraft (Bogies).” 

KAD^OX reports: 

"Unidonfc if .1 ed a ire-- aft 
disappeared from vuaar 
screen . Unident Vied 
surface contacts r.ot 
closing this ti rea, 
maintaining distance of 
27 p lies. 

TICO reports: "Tvro 
original Skunks opened 
to ■'10 miles . Three rev: 
Skunks contacted at 13 
niaos. Closed to 11 riles 
evaluated an hostile, 

C Air /S TR I ICR / ? H CT 0 over- 

head under control of 

nnnjju a •• = 

/pinpv 

HADDOX I 

o:: 


10 



r-osmon 


DA is/ri- is s^tps/pt? 
Oxssl) 


KSMAilKS 


0- : !22'j3 


MADDOX 


C'A2252 


MADDOX 


MADDOX 


MADDOX 


MADDOX 


181711 

10732E 


MAI) -OX ro p or t a : u \v:o 

Skunks 021 boar: closed 
to 10 miles, 5 South at 
nilos cloning at 
relative speed of 70 
knots . 11 

MADDOX reports : ! */ja ur.d* 
continuous torpedo attu< 


MADDOX reports; “Have 
thus far successfully 
avoided at least six 
torpedoes. Small craft 
continuing attacks. 
Believe one sunk by 
TUTUIIB JOY. At least 
two remain". 

MADDOX reports; ,: PT fror 
V/est continued attackin' 
run. .MADDOX opened fire" 
PT launched torpedo 11 . 

MADDOX reports : “An 

under attack aealn. “ 


row 

AAiii i 
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